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Project Location

Yeovil, Somerset

Large ponds like this can provide natural and sustainable drainage solutions

Project Description

A number of hotspots exist in Yeovil which are affected by surface water flooding and there is a high

 to medium risk (based on data contained in the Environment Agency Long-term Flood Risk website)

 of intense or prolonged rainfall resulting in flooding events occurring at depths and velocities which, 

when combined with their sensitive locations, could result in significant disruption, and physical and 

economic loss. 

The project proposal aims to address these surface water flooding hazards through 

the focused provision of sustainable drainage systems (SuDS) with new surface features such as 

ponds, ditches and wetlands where possible, the augmentation of existing drainage ponds, ditches

 (swales), balancing ponds (dry grass basins) and the diversion of surface drainage into surface

 features where appropriate.  These features will be designed to improve the management of 

surface water with the aim of fully mitigating the risk or  where this is not possible by reducing the 

depth of surface water flooding and slowing down the speed of surface flood flows at identified 

vulnerable locations.   
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Surface ponds, with permanent standing water, wetlands, ditches (swales) and wet meadow areas 

are the chosen method wherever possible as these add other benefits, e.g. new  or improved 

habitats for wildlife, increased sustainability and resilience to accommodate climate change,

 providing better quality green spaces for people to enjoy with enhanced opportunities for 

recreation, education and community volunteering. Taken together, these new water features

 will provide a vital component in surface water and river management in Yeovil and the

 surrounding area through the creation of a resilient blue infrastructure network.  

This project will assess the feasibility of designing and constructing a strategic network of SuDS

 infrastructure in Yeovil to provide optimal benefits for surface water flood alleviation. Integral to 

this will be the identification of optimal locations for SuDS, defining the appropriate type of SuDS 

for each location, consulting with stakeholders and landowners and developing a proof of concept

 with all required permissions and consents identified and adoption and maintenance 

responsibilities agreed or with negotiation potential (including the potential for developing a 

Payment for Ecosystem Services scheme). The project will enable future phases which will take 

forward viable SuDS schemes through detailed design, implementation and operation.

This project  is funded by the Somerset Rivers Authority within the Enhanced Programme of Works

 2019-20 as a flood alleviation project within an urban area and with community engagement. 

YRCT will facilitate the delivery of this project alongside the Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group 

SouthWest (FWAG(SW)) and work with other key stakeholders, i.e. landowners such as SSDC, the

 Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA) at Somerset County Council as well as with the community

 of Yeovil. 

Locations of areas within the Yeovil Urban SuDS Study  
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Main Features and Benefits 

If the study is successful and leads to implementation of the proposed features, the potential

 benefits will include:

- Improved attenuation of surface water flooding both at known “hotspots” and in aggregate within

the urban portions of the catchment;

- Enhanced resilience to climate change, i.e. via promoting natural processes and complemented by

soft engineering where appropriate;

- Enhanced aesthetic and recreational value of the locality through the creation of better quality

green and blue infrastructure, i.e. creation of new aquatic and terrestrial habitats as part of scheme

and enhanced public open spaces;

- Increased involvement and empowerment of community in shaping and maintaining their locality

through the Yeovil Rivers Community Trust (YRCT).

- Raising public awareness and understanding of surface water flooding, the areas at risk and the

nature and effects of surface water flooding;

- There is the potential to use the project in an educational role for wider public benefit explaining

SuDS, placing SuDS in context with wider water management, flooding and environmental issues.

Enhancement of existing SuDS is a key project aim  Natural ponds can also provide opportunities

Wetland areas help infiltration and slow flows

Ditches (swales) can 

be enhanced to provide

 better flood attenuation

 and habitat benefits



Further Benefits 

- Using pond and wetland SuDS features for educational, scientific and volunteering opportunities

- Providing effective surface water flood attenuation but also quality green infrastructure with

habitat diversification to manage and improve water quality, capture pollutants, provide carbon

sequestration and reduce urban heat island effects

- Improving biodiversity, i.e. creating wildflower areas for pollinators where possible, provision of

bug hotels, planting macrophytes; restoring and enhancing existing sterile and poorly managed

habitats through regular sensitive management.

Project Timetable 

The study will commence in May 2019 with extensive surveys carried out to identify surface water 

flooding prone areas and areas of open green space where new features can be created or existing 

features enhanced. A list of recommended sites will then be prepared with landowner and other

permissions obtained/negotiated and outline designs developed. Schemes will be developed to

outline design stage ready for detailed design and implementation in subsequent phases. The study 

is due for completion by 31/03/2020.

Stakeholder and community consultation and engagement will be sought at appropriate milestones

throughout the study period.

Want to get more involved? 

YRCT welcomes the involvement of all members of the community in all our activities.

If you would welcome the chance to make improvements to our environment and the community

by supporting our work through volunteering or are thinking of becoming a trustee please do 

contact us. Contact details can be found on our website or message us on Facebook!
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