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The beautiful Preston 

Brook meandering

 through the Abbey 

Manor open space 

pictured during  a YRCT 

tidy up and litter pick

 in November 2019

YRCT ENDS THE YEAR ON A HIGH

The Yeovil Rivers Community Trust has ended its first full year of operation on a high by winning 

a Britain in Bloom - It’s Your Neighbourhood Award for its work in the local community. See 

image at top right of page. The citation read “This conscientious and hard working group have

 achieved a great deal in a very short time. With good funding from outside sources the 

volunteers have made a great difference to this stretch of river and river bank carrying out

 shrub clearance and litter picking. Introducing wild flowers and hosting educational events for

 local schools, these good folk obviously take great pride in what they do in their free time. 

The group are making a difference for local residents and wildlife, and deserve all the support 

they can get.”

Another big hit for the group was an award of a substantial grant from the Steel Charitable

 Trust to enable the YRCT to commence significant programmes of work on improvements to

 the Dodham Brook and enhancement of water vole habitat in the Ninesprings Lake in the 

Yeovil Country Park. When the programme of work is established, there will be significant

 opportunities for volunteers to participate.



THE ROLE OF THE YRCT

The question often asked is “What is so different and special about Yeovil Rivers 

Community Trust (YRCT)?  Surely there are other conservation charities out there that do 

what you do?”  Well, the answer is probably no!  

Sure, there are charities and major private companies that manage large water courses 

and more specifically drinking water quality and flooding issues.  YRCT is concerned with 

the smaller streams and river tributaries that run through Yeovil and South Somerset. 

 The big concerns don’t generally have either the time or resources to examine the health 

of streams for wildlife and vegetation.  They can’t regularly monitor environmental 

pollution or Himalayan Balsam infestation in the smaller water courses.  They can’t carry 

out regular litter picks. 

YRCT routinely surveys and monitors the 

health of Dodham and Preston Brooks 

and sections of the River Yeo.  The chari-

ty is able to identify and implement ways 

of improving water flow, providing better 

conditions in which birds, otters, water 

vole and fish can live and breed.  If YRCT 

can improve the quality of our streams 

and local rivers, we are helping to 

enhance our local community green 

space and make people appreciate and 

value where they live.  

YRCT keeps a check on Himalayan Balsam infestation and encourages the right kind of river 

bank vegetation to grow and thrive.

A picture of Himalayan Balsam which is an invasive species

YRCT is also interested in the development of 

Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS).   You 

will find an increasing number of them in 

Yeovil as a result of new housing develop-

ment.  When they are done properly, they 

help to manage surface water run-off as well 

as reduce water pollution.  They can also 

provide valuable green space and wildlife 

habitat.  For more information, do view 

https://www.youtube.com/user/susdrain

SUSTAINABLE DRAINAGE SYSTEMS



In July 2019, we had a successful Activity Day at Ninesprings Country park to allow children and

 parents to have fun and educate them about the importance of preservation of wildlife and our 

work. From arts & craft to pond dipping, there were an number of activities to get involved in. 

Here are a few photos from the day:

NINESPRINGS NATURE EXPLORER ACTIVITY DAY 2019

YRCT launched a pilot project to work with four primary Schools in Yeovil to deliver water related 

themes which would build on the curriculum studies in school. The project included a power Point 

presentation and site visits to Ninesprings to explore river habitats and learn about the restoration

 project, carry out a water bug survey and learn about how the schools can become further

 involved in practical activities.

 

The project has been very successful and lays the foundations for developing further classroom 

sessions and practical activities such as pond dipping and wet meadow creation, in the year

 ahead. YRCT hopes, funding permitting, to expand this project to other primary schools and 

develop it for delivery to secondary schools.

EDUCATION OUTREACH PROJECT AUNTUMN 2019 TO WINTER 2020

The flyer created for the Activity Day YRCT volunteers activity day group photo 



Bye for now!

DEC 2019 YRCT INVITED TO APPLY FOR HERITAGE FUNDING FOR THE YEO
 CATCHMENT STRATEGY

The trust is very excited to report that the Heritage Fund is supporting a bid for funding to 

initiate the first phase of the Yeo Catchment Strategy. YRCT and partners in the Somerset 

Catchment Strategy, including the Environment Agency, local authorities and conservation 

groups, are hoping to start the project later this year. Alongside the gathering of data and 

surveys of the Yeo and its tributaries, there is intended to be a social theme which will recon-

nect communities with their river heritage through art, culture, amenity and history. Please 

see our website for further details and updates on progress.

DEC 2019 YRCT BID SUCCESS

YRCT was awarded £12,000 to carry out 

restoration work on the Dodham Brook and

 the Ninesprings Lake and Pond to enhance 

these habitats for the benefit of water vole. 

The award from the Steel Charitable Trust

 will help us to start implementation of the 

project from February 2020. Works will 

include creation of wet and wildflower 

meadows, planting water vegetation and 

reprofiling banks to benefit water vole and 

other wildlife. 

WINTER RIVER INVERTEBRATE SURVEY AT NINESPRINGS 8TH 
FEBRUARY 2020

A photo taken of a Water Vole at Ninesprings 
Credit Barbie Markie

Winter River Invertebrate survey at Ninespings 08 February 2020  We carried out a 

survey of aquatic insects in the Dodham Brook near Goldenstones Bridge. Large numbers 

of water snails, water hoglouse and freshwater shrimp were recorded and two species of 

mayfly larvae. For the first time a stonefly larva was also recorded. The presence of the 

mayfly and stonefly is really positive as this indicates the water quality is good. The results 

are shared with the Ninesprings Country park Rangers as well as being used to assess the 

condition of the water habitat. 

 We want our local community to engage with and support the work of the charity and we 

would be delighted to hear from you if you are interested in taking part.

Take a look at our Facebook page: Yeovil Rivers Community Trust or our website: yrct.co.uk


