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Welcome to our Second
 Newsletter

NEWS FROM THE TRUSTEES

The Trust was 1 year old in January and we 

celebrated our birth month with a very welcome 

presentation of £700.00 from the Wessex Water

 Watermark Award (please see feature below). 

The award is to help fund work to restore and 

enhance water vole habitat on the Preston Brook.

 The Trust also consolidated its position in November 

when we became a Registered Charity.

We have also been very busy delivering surveys,

water quality monitoring and concept design

services for the Dodham Brook Restoration Project. 

This is a collaborative partnership with the Somerset

Catchment Partnership, Environment Agency and

Ninesprings Country Park (Countryside – SSDC) 

which aims to restore the wildlife habitats, recreational value and visual appeal of the brook. 

Volunteers have been busy and successful activities have included litter picks, Himalayan balsam pulling 

and maintenance of the establishing wildflower meadow areas along Preston Brook in Abbey Manor. 

 Future activities include siting bird and bat boxes at carefully selected locations along Preston Brook, a 

tour of the Dodham Brook to explain the work and objectives of the restoration project, (including how

 you can get involved!), wildlife surveys and monitoring and a joint activity day with Ninesprings Country 

Park in the summer!

We hope to revamp and develop our website to include 

an area catering for children, a picture gallery of activities

and projects and a links page to our partners and other 

organisations which may be of interest to you. 

We are delighted that the work on the Preston and 

Dodham Brook Restoration Project has progressed so well 

thus far which will enable the more “visible” project 

elements to start appearing over the next few years. The

theme underpinning the project is to protect water voles 

and their habitat and to enhance and maintain their 

habitat wherever possible. This endangered species has a

presence in both brooks and may also use other water 

bodies, including ponds, in Yeovil. Habitat loss, degradation 

and fragmentation are the biggest causes of their decline.

YRCT win the Wessex Water Water Mark Award on 18th January 2019

A Water Vole spotted in Ninesprings Country Park in Yeovil: 
Credit Barbie Markey



Urban areas can become a stronghold if prompt action is taken to protect known colonies and to ensure 

that new drainage features are made water vole friendly. The Trust will have this as a key goal in all 

projects. 

 

We thank you for your continued support and interest and hope to see you soon!

The Trustees

Volunteers did excellent work removing all manner of litter from

the brook in Abbey Manor and beside the Westland Leisure

Complex. The photo shows the variety of items discovered including

a BMX Bike! We hope this raises awareness of the harm that rubbish

and other gross pollution, including grass cuttings and other garden

waste can do to the environment and wildlife. 

Many thanks to the five volunteers who turned out to help: Sarah 

Hunt, Tom Bell, Bob Brookes, Jamie Boote, Helen Thomson and

Matilda Thomson.

PRESTON BROOK LITTER PICKING:10TH NOV AND 08TH DEC 2018

Encroaching brambles, nettles and other problem plants

were cut back in the establishing wildflower areas between 

White Mead and Lawrence Way in Abbey Manor. Some minor 

bankside coppicing was also done to reduce shading of the

brook. These measures will help the wildflower areas to 

continue to thrive this spring and summer and you should 

notice quite a difference later this year! Thank you Jamie

Boote, Bob Brookes, Tom Bell and Roger Meecham for all 

your hard work!

WILDFLOWER MEADOW MANAGEMENT AND COPPICING:13TH JAN 2019

YRCT team of volunteers tidy up Preston Brook by litter picking in the area



YRCT has commenced a collaborative project with

the Environment Agency, Somerset Catchment 

Partnership and Ninesprings Country Park 

(Countryside, SSDC) to restore the brook between 

Newton Road and Goldenstones. The project is 

planned to be delivered in phases with this first phase

focused on carrying out baseline surveys, water

quality sampling and concept design. As the brook is

in an urban area, the restoration works have to be

designed so as to not adversely impact on flood risk.

The Trust is carrying out computer based modelling

 to ensure that all proposed features can be

 implemented without increasing flood risk. 

DODHAM BROOK RESTORATION

Once an outline design has been developed it is planned to open the proposals to public consultation. 

The trust welcomes input from the community and other stakeholders at all stages of the project. We 

are particularly keen -for the public to be involved in monitoring and post-project maintenance 

activities. If you are interested, please contact us for further details. 

It is hoped that, subject to funding, the restoration project will be delivered over the next 3-4 years.

Regular updates will be posted on the website and included in future newsletters as the project evolves. 

Wessex Water: Water Mark Award

YRCT was successful in winning £700.00 from the Water

Mark Scheme run by Wessex Water. The trustees 

accompanied by Councillor Michael Beales and Mayor 

David Recardo attended a presentation at the Yeovil Town

Council Chambers, Yeovil Town House where Lauren East of 

Wessex Water presented the cheque and plaque. The funds

will be used to restore and enhance the site at Bell Chase for

water vole. The Trust wishes to thank all concerned at Yeovil 

Town Council for making the venue available to us and for

 their hospitality on the day as well as Wessex Water, not

 only for this award but also for their continued

 commitment to protecting and enhancing biodiversity

 through organisations such as ourselves. 

YRCT win the Wessex Water Water Mark Award 



 WHAT ARE INVERTEBRATES FEATURE

DAMSELFLYMAYFLY FRESHWATER SHRIMP

Invertebrates are animals without backbones (or more technically a vertebral column). Many creatures

which inhabit waterbodies are invertebrates and they are vitally important because they form a major

component of the food web and ecosystem. Water Beetles, Dragonflies, damselflies, freshwater leeches, 

Freshwater shrimps, caddisflies, mayflies and stoneflies and their larvae are all examples of invertebrates.

We can use the types of invertebrates we find when we survey waterbodies as an indicator of how

 healthy the waterbody is, i.e. the pollutants present and their concentration. For example: 

1. The presence of a large range of different species or types of caddis fly and mayfly larvae indicates 

good water quality with few pollutants

2. A few types of invertebrates present with high numbers of fly and midge larvae (bloodworms, rat-tail 

maggots), no caddis or may fly larvae present all indicates poor water quality with high levels of pollutants. 

 

That is why carrying out surveys of large water living invertebrates is so important as a means of

measuring and monitoring how healthy the habitat is. If there is a healthy range of invertebrates living

in good numbers in the water this is very good news for other wildlife including, water vole, otter, eels

and many species of fish and birds.

There will be more information in the coming months about the wildlife we find during surveys in 

waterbodies across Yeovil. Please keep visiting our website and Facebook page for updates. 

 UPDATED WEBSITE

As you may have noticed, we have updated our website with lots of exciting things! We have a new home-

page which is more easier to navigate and also a brand new area on our ‘Ecology and Wildlife’ section. 

There are 2 new Factfiles: Insects & Wildlife and Plants which contain the species that are found in the 

rivers and streams of our projects. We also have a new historical recollection by Bob Brookes within the

‘Back In The Day’ section of our website. Keep a look out for more updates on our website!

Bye for now!


